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Political Parties

1.  What is a political party? 


A Word of Advice
Read the quotes below from George Washington’s Farewell Address in 1796 then answer the questions to follow.

“In contemplating the causes which may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical discriminations, Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients of party to acquire influence within particular districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heartburnings which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection.”
2.    How does Washington feel about political parties?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Why might Washington feel this way?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and political principles. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together; the independence and liberty you possess are the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts of common dangers, sufferings, and successes.”

4.  What advice does Washington give?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Would this be an appropriate message today?  Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Roles of Political Parties
1. Nominating Candidates

2. Campaigning

3. Informing Citizens

4. Managing Government

5. Linking Levels of the Government

6. Acting as a Watchdog

Origins of the Two Party System

                                                                  vs.








After the Constitution was ratified there 

was no reason for Anti-federalist to exist.
Former Anti-federalist formed the Anti-

Administration Party which later became the Democratic-Republican Party


Following the retirement of Adams as President and the 

death of Hamilton the party weakened and eventually 

disappeared.  Leaving the Republicans without a true 


Republican Party splintered in 1824 creating four new 
opposition party for approximately 20 years.

parties including the National Republican Party, later

known as the Whig Party and the Democratic Party.

By the late 1850’s the Whig party had almost 


As the issue of slavery divided the country many 
disappeared. The issue of slavery was 



Democrats who opposed slavery decided to join other
dividing the country and political parties



Political Parties, like the Free-Soil Party and the 
Whigs who supported slavery became



Republicans.  Those Democrats who were in favor 
Democrats, those who opposed slavery 



of slavery stayed with the Democrats.
became Republicans 

Two Men Redefine Their Parties
  In 1929 the United States plunged into the Great Depression as a result of careless spending and triggered by the Stock Market Crash of 1929.  Businesses of all sizes were affected by the Depression.  Investors lost millions, workers in every industry and agricultural trade either lost their jobs or saw their salaries reduced.   Herbert Hoover, a Republican was President during the Crash and the early years of the Depression.  At the time the Republican Party boasted having 13 of the last 16 Presidents.  Analyze the quotes below and answer the questions that follow.

“My country owes me nothing. It gave me, as it gives every boy and girl, a chance. It gave me schooling, independence of action, opportunity for service and honor. In no other land could a boy from a country village, without inheritance or influential friends, look forward with unbounded hope.”  Herbert Hoover 31st President 1929-1933 (Republican)
“I do not believe that the power and duty of the (Federal) Government ought to be extended to the relief of individual suffering. . . . The lesson should be constantly enforced that though the people support the Government the Government should not support the people.”   
Herbert Hoover 31st President 1929-1933 (Republican)
1. What did President Hoover believe government’s role should be in people’s everyday life?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain Hoover’s beliefs about individuals in our society.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How would have a poor, out of work factory worker responded to President Hoover’s second quote?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How would have a successful business owner responded to his second quote?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How do you respond to this quote?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“First of all let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself-nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance…. This Nation asks for action, and action now.”  Franklin D. Roosevelt 32nd President 1933-1945. (Democrat)

1. What did President Roosevelt believe government’s role should be in people’s everyday life?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How would have a poor, out of work factory worker responded to President Roosevelt’s quote?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Roosevelt is considered to have ushered in the modern Democratic Party, in reviewing the quotes by both Hoover and Roosevelt what is one major difference between the Republican and Democratic Parties?  Use at least one portion of a quote from both Hoover and Roosevelt to justify your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In 1945 Roosevelt dies in office, his Vice President Harry S. Truman (D) finishes Roosevelt’s term of office and is reelected for his own four year term.  Since then the Presidency has bounced back and forth between the Democrats and Republicans fairly equally with no one party holding the office for more than 12 straight years.  

Interview

Most people originally determine their party affiliation from their parents, meaning if your dad is a Democrat then chances are so are you.  Interview your parents/guardian and ask them about their political party affiliation and why they identify with their party.  Write a minimum of a 100 word essay or if done as a question/answer format a minimum of 7 questions reporting what you have found.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Presidential Candidate
	Party
	Home State
	Popular Vote(a)
	Electoral Vote

	
	
	
	Count
	Percentage
	

	Andrew Jackson
	Republican
	Tennessee
	151,271
	41.3%
	99

	John Quincy Adams
	Republican
	Massachusetts
	113,122
	30.9%
	84

	William Harris Crawford
	Republican
	Georgia
	40,856
	11.2%
	41

	Henry Clay
	Republican
	Kentucky
	47,531
	13.0%
	37

	(Massachusetts unpledged electors)
	Republican
	(n/a)
	6,616
	1.8%
	0

	Other
	6,437
	1.8%
	0

	Total
	365,833
	100.0%
	261

	Needed to win
	131








One Party





Examples:


Communist countries: China and Cuba, 


Dictatorships: formerly Iraq and Pakistan


Theocracies: Iran (the head of the government is also the head of the church)





Advantages:


Very Stable


-the same party with the same views is always in charge





Disadvantages:


No Choices


-elections are only for show


Corruption


-without a challenging party there is no one to stop the government from abusing its power  





Details: 


The parties and the government almost become one.  It is possible to establish and carry out long term goals.  Individual freedoms in these countries are usually limited and criticizing the government is usually a crime.  The United States typically does not get along with these countries.














Two Party





Example:


Democracies: United States, Great Britain and Jamaica





Advantages:


Stability


-the same two parties that try to appeal to everyone


-parties try and support the ideas perceived as being popular


-few extreme ideas


Continuity  	


-recognizable names and faces in both parties


-both parties have experience running the government





Disadvantages:


Few Choices/Stagnation


-change comes slowly


-minority views are rarely heard


-it is always the same two parties


-the same names and faces in both parties





Details:


Both parties attempt to portray themselves as in the middle but they still showcase their differences.























Multi Party


(3 or more parties)


Examples:


Canada, Germany, Israel and Japan





Advantages:


Choices


-more parties 


-minorities views are represented by several parties


-change can happen quickly





Disadvantages:


Choices


-too many parties


-change can happen too quickly


Instability


-plurality


-coalition


-opposition parties may have no experience





Details:  


One party rarely wins more than 50% of the vote (plurality). In order to capture more than 50% of the vote parties form coalitions.  A coalition is a partnership between two or more political parties to agree to jointly rule the country.  These partnerships may break apart resulting in a need for a new election.  





Three Types of Political Party Systems








1787		 Federalist	 	1789


-


-


-





1787	   Anti-federalist  1789


-Wanted more rights for the States and individuals


-Feared a strong central government. 


-Strongest in the Middle and Southern States


-Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson





1793		Federalist 		1815


-Favored a strong central government.


-Favored a loose construction view of the constitution.


-mercantilism and capitalism


-New England, merchants and bankers


-Alexander Hamilton and John Adams





1828       Democratic Party      Today


-


-


- 


- 








1796	    Democratic-Republican       	1824 


(Republican)


-


-


-


-


-








1834             Whig                               1860


-Favored internal improvements such as canals and roads at the state level


-Promoted more industrialization and education


-Wanted to limit the President’s power


-Bankers, plantation owners, factory owners and business leaders


-William Henry Harrison and Henry Clay








1860        Republicans        Today


-


-


-


-


-





1828       Democratic Party      Today


-Pro-Slavery


-Plantation owners, small farmers


-Southerners


-Democrats splintered in 1860 and struggled as a party for several years after 








